Among the children in the Blind Asylum, those whose lossof sight takes the form of what in pre-ophthalmoscopic days was termed amaurosis?those, namely, in whom the blindness is not due to disease of the external parts of the eye or of the transparent media?may be divided into two important classes.
In the one, the blindness is due to the choroiditis or retinitis of inherited syphilis. In the other, it is due to optic atrophy,. the sequel of optic neuritis which has developed in connection with intracranial disease. It is quite likely that, in a considerable proportion of cases, such disease has been tumour rather than meningitis, though it is seldom that the available history or the existing condition enables us definitely to say so.
In the present case, however, there appears to be no room for doubt.
Cases of recovery from non-syphilitic intracranial tumour (including the myxoma and the tubercular growth) have been brought before this Society on previous occasions (3rd April, 1896; 22nd April, 1898) A tracheal tube was introduced and retained in position for twenty-four hours, after which the child made an uninterrupted recovery, and returned home on the seventh day after operation.
The foreign body had lain in the larynx for fifteen days.
